
Libraries Love Lakes Suggested Book List 
Full list of suggested books for Libraries Love Lakes events, sorted by relevant topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Ecosystems 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Age Range 

Lake and Pond Food Webs in Action 1467715557 Paul Fleisher 8-11 

Mr. Big: A Tale of Pond Life  9781616089672 Carol Dembicki 7-12 

Over and Under the Pond 1452145423 Kate Messner 5-8 

Pond Circle 1416940219 Betsy Franco 4-8 

Pond Water Zoo 0689317360 Peter Loewer 8-12 

Salamander Rain: A Lake & Pond Journal 1584690178 Kristin Joy Pratt-Serafini 6-10 

Song of the Water Boatman 618135472 Joyce Sidman 4-8 

Trout are Made of Trees 1580891381 April Pully Sayre 5-8 

Wildlife 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Age Range 

All Eyes on the Pond 1562824759 Michael Rosen  4-8 

All Night Near the Water 039922629X Jim Arnosky 3-5 

Around the Pond: Who’s Been Here? 688143768 Lindsay Barrett George 4-8 

Bartleby of the mighty Mississippi 0595444776 Phyllis Shalant 8-12 

Fish is Fish  0394827996 Leo Lionni 3-7 

In the Small, Small Pond  0805059830 Denise Fleming 3-5 

On Duck Pond  1943645221 Jane Yolen 3-6 

Pond Walk 1477810404 Nancy Elizabeth Wallace 4-8 

Scoot! 0061288829 Cathryn Falwell 4-8 

The Dark, Dark Night 1561486108 Christina M. Butler 3-6 

The Eagle and the River 0027622657 Charles Craighead 6-10 

Turtle splash! Countdown at the pond 0061429279 Cathryn Falwell 4-8 

What’s it Like to be a Fish? 0062381997 Wendy Pfeffer 4-8 

https://www.amazon.com/Duck-Pond-Bird-Hill-Beyond/dp/1943645221
https://www.amazon.com/Duck-Pond-Bird-Hill-Beyond/dp/1943645221


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecosystem Services 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Age Range 

In the Red Canoe 1459809734 Leslie Davidson 3-7 

The Raft  0064438562 Jim LaMarche 4-8 

The Lost Lake 0395630363 Allen Say 4-8 

Rudi’s Pond 0618486046 Eve Bunting 4-8 

A Different Pond 1623708036 Bao Phi 4-8 

One Frozen Lake 0873518667 Deborah Jo Larsen 3-7 

Pond Year 1564021874 Kathryn Laskey 3-7 

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe  0688040721 Vera B Williams 4-8 

Me and You and the Red Canoe 1554988470 Jean E. Pendziwol 3-7 

Water Princess  0399172580 Susan Verde 4-8 

The Pond 1912050706 Nicola Davies 5-8 

A Day at the Lake 1938063031 Stephanie Rynders 
Wallingford 

3-6 

Beyond the Pond 0062364278 Joseph Kuefler  4-8 

From Tree to Sea 1481495313 Shelley Moore Thomas 3-7 

Good Morning Loon: It’s Early Morning—
What’s Happening at the Lake? 

0962842230 Elizabeth S. Varnai 3-7 

Good Night Lake 1602190283 Adam Gamble  3-5 

Mr. Grumpy’s Outing 0805013156 John Burningham 4-8 

Cultural History 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Age Range 

If You Spend a Day with Thoreau at Walden 
Pond 

9780805091373 Robert Burleigh 6-10 

A River Ran Wild: An Environmental History 0152163727 Lynne Cherry 6-10 

The Gulls of the Edmund Fitzgerald 0531095096 Tres Seymour 4-8 

Paddle to the Sea 9780395292037 Holling C. Holling 10-12 



 

 

 

 

Conservation & Restoration 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Age Range 

All the Way to the Ocean 0971425418 Joel Harper 4-8 

Come Back Salmon 0871564890 Molly Cone 8-12 

The Day the Great Lakes Drained Away  1510712100 Charles Furguson Barker 3-7 

Do Fish Fart? 1770857273 Keltie Thomas 8-12 

Not for Me Please: I Choose to Act Green 1986909328 Maria Godsey 4-8 

Pond 1481447351 Jim LaMarche 3-7 

The Water Cycle 
Book Title ISBN-10 Author Range 

A Drop Around the World 1883220726 Barbara McKinney 8-12 

Did a Dinosaur Drink this Water? 0807588407 Robert Wells 4-8 

Down Comes the Rain 0064451666 Franklyn M. Branley 4-8 

Follow the Water from the Brook to the 
Ocean 

0064451151 Arthur Dorrors 4-8 

Hey, Water! 0823441555 Antionette Portis 3-7 

Magic School Bus: At the Waterworks 0590403605 Joanna Cole 4-8 

One Well: The Story of Water on Earth 1553379543 Rochelle Strauss 7-11 

Rain Rain Rivers 0374461953 Uri Shulevitz 4-8 

Water is Water 159643984X Miranda Paul 3-7 

Where Do Puddles Go? 0516460366 Fay Robinson 3-7 



Featured Titles 

Be sure to check your library’s collection for these titles! Each are excellent examples of children’s books which 

promote and emphasize the importance of lakes and lake wildlife in our lives.  

Come Back, Salmon by Molly Cone 
Topic: Conservation & Restoration 

Summary: Published in 2001, Come Back, Salmon follows the real story of how a fifth-grade class in 

Washington led their Elementary school in the restoration of Pidgeon Creek. Although not explicitly 

about lakes, this story in a must for any environmental advocate and educator because of it details how 

a group of children identified a problem and worked together towards a meaningful solution. Alongside 

the story, there are panels describing relevant ecological terms and concepts, so readers are able to 

connect the story to ecology and conservation science.  

A River Ran Wild: An Environmental History by Lynne Cherry 

Topic: Cultural History 

Summary: A River Ran Wild tells the true history of the Nashua River and the efforts of the 

Nashaway tribe to rid it of pollution from Massachusetts colonists. Lynne Cherry artfully navigates 

complex historical topics and introduces young readers to the divergent valuations of nature by 

different cultures, and how those differences must be overcome for the good of our earth.  

Water is Water by Miranda Paul 
Topic: The Water Cycle  

Summary: This beautifully illustrated book leads readers through each stage of the water cycle using poetic 

imagery. Captivating and complex full-page pictures allow readers to engage with the book beyond words 

along. The repetitive rhythm of the story lends itself to a read-along with elementary readers. The book also 

contains a carefully illustrated glossary which lists the terms described throughout the story, something 

which can be used by dedicated readers to apply the book to a broader scientific lesson.  



A Different Pond by Bao Phi  
Topic: Ecosystem Services 

Summary: A lake is the backdrop of this touching story about a father and son coming together through 
fishing. The comic-style story brings readers through the lives of a father and son who fish not just for 
recreation, but for survival. The father, an immigrant to America from Vietnam, bonds with his son by 
telling him stories from his own childhood spent fishing in ponds all the way across the world. Overall, the 
book tells a quiet and impactful story which allows readers to recognize the importance of lakes both as a 
means of food and as a source of comfort and bonding. 

On Duck Pond by Jane Yolen 
Topic: Wildlife 

Summary: Young readers will be eager to go birding after reading On Duck Pond. Using simple text 
and beautifully complex illustrations, Yolen and illustrator Marstall introduce their readers to the 
complex bustle of life within a pond as well as the wide variety of duck and other bird species to 
be found traveling to and from their favorite pond. After the story there is a  detailed beginner’s 
birding guide which describes the major differences between common Northern Temperate zone 
duck species as well as other species likely to be spotted around the lake. 

 

Pond Water Zoo by Peter Loewer 
Topic: Ecosystem 

Summary: A rather unique children’s book in its own right, Pond Water Zoo encourages more advanced 
readers to consider the microscopic world of lakes. Along with giving readers a basic overview of food 
webs, the book explores the oft-neglected contributions of the phytoplankton and zooplankton. 
Illustrations of some of the dominant species found in lakes and ponds allow readers to interact with 
microorganisms in a way which is similar to their interactions with more traditional stories about 
charismatic mammals, birds or fish. This book is a perfect compliment to an activity which allows 
students to examine real water samples and see the illustrated microorganisms themselves. 

 



 


